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Staying Focused 
by Rev. Char Burch, Transitional Conference Minister 


Grace to you and peace! | must admit that there are 
days when | go to bed feeling weighted down. The 
world is not what | think it ought to be and | don't 
seem to be able to change it. There is the divisiveness 
in our culture; inequality and injustice; people facing 
daily hunger in this country and around the world; 
environmental issues which are intensifying rapidly 
because of climate change; illness and pain, etc. | find 
myself dealing with anger at situations that should 
not be as they are; guilt that | have not done enough 
to change things; and shame about things | know | 
cannot control. These lead to wavering feelings 
between depression and cynicism. Yes, sometimes | feel weighed down and 
perhaps you do too. 


Then | turn to scripture and the various worlds in which our spiritual 
ancestors lived. | think of the situations that Jesus faced - perhaps they are 
not so different. There was divisiveness, injustice, and inequality; people 
facing many burdens; etc. So was Jesus ever depressed at the lack of 
response by structures and individuals who could affect so many lives? Was 
Jesus ever cynical in thinking that some people or situations would never 
change? Of course! After all, he was human! 


BUT Jesus had the vision of what could be. Jesus also learned ways to 
retreat from the chaos around him and refocus through prayer and 
communion with God. Because of his vision and reliance on God, he was 
able to let go of distress and keep moving forward. | find that | also need to 
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be reminded to stay focused: to see each person as a child of God with 
their own story; to be spurred into action that leads to positive changes; to 
accept that | cannot change everything, and to realize that sometimes the 
most effective thing | can do is to be involved in simple acts of kindness. | 
sometimes need to be reminded about forgiveness and hope and love. For 
these reflect the kingdom of God. 


So for those nights when | approach sleep feeling weighed down, | try to let 
go of thoughts of the things that have not been done, give over to God my 
fears and concerns about the darkness of the world, and sleep expectantly 
of the joys and possibilities of the new day ahead. It does work! If you ever 
have such heaviness at night, | sincerely pray that you are able to lift the 
burdens to God and wake up with the hope and joy of a new day. 


May we remember that God has the larger picture and we are called to be 
faithful by staying focused, knowing that we are working with the Spirit 
which is very much alive in the world today! 


Blessings! - Char 


News from the Conference Office 
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Southeast Conference, UCC 


March 8-10, 2020 
DuBose Conference Center; Monteagle, Tennessee 


Clergy (and Spouse) Wellness Retreat 
"Come to the Waters: Sparkling or Still?" 


Sunday, March 8 - Tuesday, March 10 
DuBose Retreat & Conference Center in Monteagle, Tennessee 


WAITLIST ONLY 


The time is rapidly approaching for SEC clergy (and spouses) to gather on 
the beautiful grounds of the Dubose Conference & Retreat Center in 
Monteagle, TN for a clergy wellness retreat. This wellness gathering is 
sponsored by the Pension Boards (PBUCC) and is designed to provide 
clergy with information that focuses on spiritual wellness, physical wellness, 
financial wellness and so many other components that contribute to the 
overall well-being of clergy. 


Our time together will include workshops on cultivating optimism, 
family/work/life balance, sabbath, to name a few. Time for (optional) 
labyrinth walking, hikling, praying with coloring, chair massages, board 
games and puzzles will be incorporated in the retreat schedule. Our 
keynote address ("Drinking from the Well") will be delivered by The Rev. Dr. 
Arthur Cribbs, Pastor of Los Angeles Filipino American UCC and PBUCC 
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Trustee. 


Based on current registrations, we are at full capacity for this 

retreat. Click here to join the waitlist. Registration ($20) will be requested if 
and only if you are notified of available space. Registration cost includes 
two nights of lodging, meals, workshops and relaxing massages. 


wellness retreat participant. 


From the Generosity Coordinator 


by Min. Carrole Moss, Generosity Coordinator 


Friendly reminder: the deadline for submission of 
your Transforming Churches Transforming Lives 
application is February 24, 2020. Please check the 
secucc.org website if you still have questions or 
concerns, or if you need to download the application, 
or, please feel free to reach out to me directly as the 
deadline approaches. 


We look forward to working with you and really 
appreciate all the ways you continue to support this 
conference. A huge note of THANKS to all of you for 
your contributions and support for this Southeast 
Conference United Church of Christ. 2019 was a great year and we look 
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forward to 2020 as being even greater as we continue to move forward in 
our discernment, our service, and our love, one to the other. 


Matthew 20:16 teaches: "So the last shall be first, and the first last: for 
many be called, but few chosen." We have been chosen for SUCH A TIME AS 
THIS. Let us continue to serve and as we continue to be all that God has 
called us to be!!! 


It's a new season, it's a new day....Please continue to invite me to your 
churches so that we can continue on this mission. 


Peace and blessings, as we continue to journey... TOGETHER! 


church 
directory 
church 
statistics 


ninister 


listings 


— 


Annual Yearbook Reporting 


It is that time of year again! Yearbook reporting for local churches has 
opened. Please go to http://www.ucc.org/research yearbook for 
instructions on how to submit the yearbook reporting online. 


If you have any questions or do not know your church's ID number, please 
check with the Conference Office. This year, churches that complete the 
yearbook and survey will be entered into a drawing for prizes by the 
National Office. We as a Conference are hoping for 100% reporting so we 
can win a prize! 


Please submit your yearbook report by February 29th. 


Southeast Conference Annual Meeting 


Mark your calendar and join us for our Southeast Conference Annual 
Meeting. June 19-20, Montgomery, Alabama. 


https://us17.campaign-archive.com/?u=01d4c5139f7be9d4d4ff4c6 3a&id=8674eacffb Page 5 of 17 


SECUCC Conference Connection: February 15, 2020 2/20/23, 1:29 PM 


The Annual Meeting Planning REFLECTING 
Committee is seeking ideas for ON OUR PAST 
innovative programs/outreach 
missions that might be shared 
during one of the workshop 
options. If you feel your church has 
an innovative program that might 
be of interest to other churches, 
please contact Ugena Whitlock at 
ruwhitlock@gmail.com or Julie 
Binney at jabinney@gmail.com. 


Look for registration to begin soon. 
Don't forget that there will be an 
extensive the youth program for all 
ages! 


Seeking Nominations (Volunteers!) for Conference 
Leadership Positions 


by Rev. James Harris 


"We have gifts that differ according to the grace given to us: prophecy, in 
proportion to faith; ministry, in ministering; the teacher, in teaching; the 
exhorter, in exhortation; the giver, in generosity; the leader, in diligence; 
the compassionate, in cheerfulness.” Romans 12:6-8 


Are you looking for ways that your unique gift can be used? Perhaps serving 
on the Board of Directors for the Southeast Conference is just what you 
have been searching for! We are looking for leaders willing to help guide 
and serve, as we do God's work within our Conference. If you have the 
desire and willingness to bring your gift of leadership, compassion, 
generosity, and teaching as a way of ministry, please email me at 
james@cookevilleucc.org. 
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Community 


Prayer List 


We are continuing the process of praying for authorized ministers, 
congregations, and ministry groups throughout 2020. We encourage you to 
include these prayer requests in your local church newsletter, share them 
with your prayer circle, and include them in your own prayers. 


Week of February 16 


Central Congregational UCC; Atlanta, Georgia 
Southeast Conference Board of Directors 
Henrietta Andrews 

Betsy Taylor Flory 

Truman Moore 

Charlene Burch 


Week of February 23 


Trinity Congregational UCC; Athens, Alabama 

SEC Standing Committees, Advisory Committees, Task Forces 
Tim Downs 

Albert Ghergich 

Darryl Trimiew 


Churches in Transition 


Central Congregational, Atlanta, GA; First Congregational, Savannah GA; 
Trinity Congregational, Athens AL; Peace Church, Clemson SC 


News from the Wider Church 
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NATIONAL 


UCC youth invited to UNITE! at NYE 2020 


Youth from across the United Church of Christ are invited to UNITE! at this 
summer's National Youth Event (NYE), July 22-25 in West Lafayette, Ind. The 
quadrennial event centered on the four pillars of faith, leadership, service 
and social justice is returning to the campus of Purdue University, with 
registration for groups now available on the NYE website. 


New Southern Region Representative to AUCE 


The Rev. Claudia LaVerne Cofield is the newly 
appointed representative from the Southern Region 
to the National Board of Directors of the Association 
of United Church Educators (AUCE). AUCE is a 
membership organization for UCC Christian 
Educators and Clergy, which advocates for excellence 
in faith formation ministries. 


Rev. Cofield was ordained in 2012. She is currently 
Associate Pastor of the Holly Springs UCC in Holly 
Springs, NC, where she teaches Bible study. In her 
new role, she will provide resources and networking opportunities for local 
church educators and clergy who are working to provide faith formation. 
She will also advocate for faith formation within the Southern Region, which 
is made up of the South Central, Southern, Southeast and Florida 
Conferences of the UCC. For information on becoming a member of AUCE, 
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go to https://www.auce-ucc.org/membership. 


Get Engaged in the 2020 Elections 


2020 has been off to a tumultuous start. This election year promises to 
bring uncertainty and challenge. In these times it is important to take stock 
and make a game plan. How do we as people of faith want to engage with 
the elections? 


The United Church of Christ General Synod has 
affirmed the idea that our faithful and civic lives are 
inextricably linked and who we are as a country, and 
how we care for the most vulnerable among us is, “an 
expression of our love for God and all whom God has 
created.” That, “The God of love is also the God of 
justice. The two are related, for in the Bible justice is 
the social form of love.” [Twenty-fifth General Synod, 
For the Common Good] 


Join with the UCC’s Our Faith Our Vote campaign to get more resources on 
how your congregation and community can participate in the 2020 election 
season. 


News from our Local Congregations 
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Midway Congregational UCC Celebrates 148th 
Anniversary 


by Carrole Moss 


Midway Congregational UCC in Midway, GA recently celebrated its 148th 
year anniversary. 


The youth liturgical dancers performed, the music was spirit-filled, the 
guest from other conferences, the food, and the hospitality was awesome. 
It was an amazing day. 


The message was received well as the keynote speaker was Min. Carrole 
Moss, generosity coordinator, Southeast Conference United Church of 
Christ. This is a congregation rich in history as they began worshipping 
under a “brush arbor” and the importance of education and family was of 
most importance. 


We are grateful to this congregation for all the ways that they continue to 
support this conference and the many initiatives regarding our Mental 
Health Initiatives. 
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Cookeville UCC Rallys at Tennessee State Capitol 


A protest for LGBTQ adoption rights was held on Saturday, February 15 at 
Nashville's Legislative Plaza. The Tennessee Activist Coalition held the 
protest in response to Gov. Bill Lee's new bill, which assures continued 
taxpayer funding of faith-based foster care and adoption agencies even if 
they exclude LGBTQ families and others based on religious beliefs. The 
group was met with counter-protesters, who brought signs anda 
megaphone. 


Representing UCC congregations across Tennessee were folks from the 
United Church of Cookeville. Rev. James Bowman Harris, pastor of the 
Cookeville church, says "Holy Scripture calls us to care for the orphans. We 
want to share Jesus' love for ALL people and ask the Tennessee legislature 
and governor to rescind the recently passed bill." Watch the news video 
here. 
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Safe Harbor UCC Installs Theologian in Residence 


It was a celebration on Sunday, February 11, 2020 when Rev. Shelli Poe was 
installed as the Theologian in Residence and Director of Christian Education 
for Safe Harbor United Church of Christ, in Clinton Mississippi. Shelli will 

serve with Pastor Rev. Ann Michele Rogers-Brigham. Congratulations Shelli! 


Training and Learning Opportunities 
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Boundary Training for 2020 


We have scheduled several date so that it is convenient for you to attend 
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this training. After all, it really is MANDATORY!!! 


Please check our website for dates, pricing information, and locations. We 
have tried to make it convenient for ALL to be able to attend. Registration is 
open now. We have scheduled dates, times and locations that we hope 

are convenient for you. Please note that we will have training at our Annual 
Meeting in Montgomery, AL on June 18, 2020. 


Ministry is hard work. We all need directions to navigate this course. Please 
make plans to be a part of this most important conversation. We promise, 
It will be worth your while, and it is MANDATORY!! 


We look forward to seeing you soon...at a location near you. By the way, 
did we tell you that this training is MANDATORY??? :-) 


Earth Day Climate Strike Faith Working Group 
by Rev. Michael Malcom 


You are invited to our first Earth Day Climate Strike Faith Working Group 
call. We are gearing up for the biggest and best show of solidarity, 
determination, and demonstration yet. We need every person of every faith 
to join in solidarity with us. If you know that the stewardship of all creation 
is a mandate of your faith, we need your involvementJoin us Feb 18th at 
1ZPM PST/3PM EST. 


Topic: April Climate Strikes Faith Working Group Call 
Time: Feb 18, 2020 12:00 PM Pacific Time (US and Canada) 
Join Zoom Meeting: https://zoom.us/j/661628922 

Meeting ID: 661 628 922 
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OUR WHOLE LIVES 


eople think Our Whole Lives is about sex. 
It is ... but it’s really about respect.” 


— Our Whole Lives graduate 


Our Whole Lives Newsletter Launching 


Wondering about Our Whole Lives/Sexuality and Our Faith? Want to know 
what's new? Looking for resources? Want a faith connection to this work? 
Want to keep in touch? Sign up now for our NEW Our Whole Lives 
newsletter. This free resource is open to everyone, will launch in mid- 
February, and will be provided quarterly. Sign up here. 


Back Bay Mission Seeks Long-Term Volunteers 


Back Bay Mission has openings for Long-Term Volunteers. They are in need 
of a Volunteer Coordinator and a Construction Supervisor for the month of 
April and then again for the months of August, September, October, 
November, and December. Couples and individuals that come serve 
anywhere from 1 month, 3 months, 6 months, and up to a year. Please 
contact Kenney Washington, kwash@thebackbaymission.org, or call 228- 
432-0301 ext. 305 for more information. 


Awaken To Your Potential - Spring Women’s Retreat 


Do you have the sense that you could be doing more with your life? Do you 
sometimes become overwhelmed with stress and anxiety? Are you facing a 
life transition and asking new questions about your future? The Elohee 

Center in North Georgia invites you to a retreat from March 20-22, 2020 led 
by psychotherapist, Elaine Gibson, and SEC pastor (and pilot) Rev. Cameron 
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Trimble. Learn more on their website: www.awakentoyourpotential.com. 


Job Opportunities 


Back Bay Mission Seeking Executive Director 


Back Bay Mission is looking for a highly skilled executive director familiar in 
working in a non-profit environment. Reporting to the board of directors, 
the executive director will oversee the strategic and operational efficiency 
of our programs and staff. This seasoned leader not only understands 
current trends but has prior experience managing and hiring staff and 
establishing relationships with local community groups. Above all, he or she 
will be comfortable in a leadership role that demands clear communication 
and decisiveness. More details: https://www.chhsm.org/news/executive- 
director-back-bay-mission/ 


Pilgrimage UCC Seeks Part-Time Pianist/Accompanist 


Pilgrimage UCC in Marietta, GA is seeking a Pianist/Accompanist who will 
provide piano accompaniment for congregational singing, choir and special 
music presented in worship services. This is a paid, part time, 7-12 hours 
per week, support staff position with duties primarily on Sunday mornings 
and Wednesday evenings, with some additional time during Christmas, 
Holy Week, and Easter seasons. Click for more details. 


Conference Calendar 


Spring 2020 Grant Applications Open 
Now through February 24 


Commission on Ministry Meeting 
February 20 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm EST 
Online Virtual Meeting 


Board of Directors Meeting 


February 28 - February 29 
Pilgrimage UCC, Marietta, GA 
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Southeast Conference Clergy Retreat 
March 8-10, 2020 
DuBose Retreat Center, Monteagle, TN 


UCC Ministers Middle Tennessee Gathering 
March 12 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm CDT 
Howard Congregational Church, Nashville 


Commission on Ministry Meeting 
March 19 @ 6:00 pm - 8:00 pm EDT 


Board of Directors Meeting 
April 2 @ 7:00 pm - 8:30 pm EDT 


SEC Annual Meeting 
June 19-20, 2020 
Montgomery, AL 


National Youth Event 
July 22-25, 2020 
Purdue University, IN 


View the full calendar of events online: https://www.secucc.org/events/ 


Contact Us 


Conference Minister: Rev. Char Burch; courch@secucc.org 


Assoc. Conf. Minister: Rev. Heather Fosburgh; hfosburgh@secucc.org 


Generosity Coordinator: Min. Carrole Moss; cmoss@secucc.org 


Director of Communications: Don Harris; dharris@secucc.org 
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